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Deadline approaching for annual BCPS Black History 

Month Writing Contest 

Students asked to reflect on legacy of an African American leader 

 

TOWSON, MD. – In honor of Black History Month, students across Baltimore County are participating in 
an annual writing contest. The contest deadline is Tuesday, Feb. 9. 

 
This year, the contest, coordinated by the Baltimore County Public Schools Office of Social Studies and 
Office of English Language Arts, has as its prompt a quote by Vernon Jordan, business executive and civil 

rights leader: “You are where you are today because you stand on somebody’s shoulders. And wherever 
you are heading, you cannot get there by yourself.” 
 

Students in Kindergarten through Grade 12 from all BCPS schools are invited to respond to the quote by 
writing about how an African American leader (i.e., author, artist, athlete, activist, scientist, educator, 
musician, or other public figure) has inspired them to achieve or to pursue a goal. Students can respond 

to the prompt by researching their chosen figure and writing a personal essay, letter, speech, script, or 
poem. Students in Kindergarten through Grade 2 may submit a drawing and caption instead.  
 

For additional information and to make a submission, students should reach out to their social studies or 
English language arts teachers. Each school will select four student entries to represent their school. No 
entries will be accepted directly from individual students.  
 
Winners will be selected in the following categories: Grades Kindergarten - 2, Grades 3-5, Grades 6-8 
and Grades 9-12. Winners will be notified by Feb. 15, and their entries will be featured on the BCPS blog. 
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Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 25th largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 
students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 
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